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Call to Order and Flag Salute at 3:30 pm by Mayor Serio. 

 

Council in Attendance:  Weistling, Tingle, Serio, Langan, Carmean, Bunting and Smallwood. 

 

Topics for Discussion and Possible Action - DNREC Lifeguard Contract 

Council Member Smallwood advised that both he and Mayor Serio met with representatives of DNREC on February 22, 

2010. DNREC has agreed to a contract with The Town for the amount requested in order for the Fenwick Island Beach 

Patrol to provide lifeguard coverage on the State portion of the beach. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Motion to Approve the Minutes of January 22, 2010 Meeting - Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Smallwood 

 

DISCUSSION:  

Mayor Serio requested changes to page 1. Revised text follows: 

Further clarification was requested by Mayor Serio on 2/26/2010 as part of Minutes approval. Mayor Serio 

requested that minutes reflect her confusion about referencing Resolution #38-2009. This resolution, the Annual 

Fee Schedule adopted by Council, did not change the Bonfire Permit Fee as that fee was set by Ordinance at the 

time of Resolution #38-2009 passage. In order to revise Bonfire Permit Fees, it was necessary to remove the 

reference to a stated fee amount from Town Ordinance. Once changed, Resolution #41-2010 was intended to 

serve as an addendum to the original Fee Schedule set out by Resolution #38-2009. The wording of proposed 

Resolution #41-2010 did not adequately express this and so the proposed resolution was revised by motion of 

Council Member Carmean (seconded by Council Member Langan). That resolution was passed by unanimous 

vote of Council. 

 

Mayor Serio requested change to page 4 “President’s Report.” Revised text follows: 

• Mayor Serio advised that plans for a Public Safety Building are on track. 

• Mayor Serio will meet with DEMA and encourage them to meet with the Town in order to stay on top of  any 

changes to Flood Regulations. 

  

Motion to Approve the Minutes of January 22, 2010 Meeting as amended - Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Langan 

 

Vote to approve minutes of January 22, 2010 Meeting (7-0) 

Minutes Approved 

  

Treasurer’s Report: 

Council Member Bunting noted that the financial report is included in the council meeting packet. A Budget Committee 

meeting will be on 3/1/2010 in order to address possible re-allocation of certain budget items and expenditures. 

 

DISCUSSION 

None 

 

Motion to Accept the Treasurer’s Report - Council Member Carmean 

Second - Council Member Langan 

 

Vote to accept the Treasurer’s Report (7-0) 

Treasurer’s Report Approved 
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Town Manager Report: 

• Town Manager Abbott thanked the Public Works Department for all of its efforts during the snow-related 

emergencies. Dan Heller (FIPW) thanked the Fenwick Island Police Department for their assistance. Council Member 

Carmean noted that she recently forwarded a letter to all concerned thanking them for their efforts. 

• Mr. Abbott noted that the Town may be eligible for reimbursement of some of the expense related to recent snow 

clearing efforts. He has sent a statement to Sussex County for $12,166.42. 

• Mr. Abbott thanked the Fenwick Island Police Department for their work during the recent snow storms. FIPD 

maintained 24-hour coverage. 

• Town Hall served as the command post for the recent missing person search.  

• The Town sign in the north median was destroyed during one of the snow storms. Mr. Abbott filed a claim with the 

Town’s insurance carrier and has received a check from them for the full replacement amount (no deductible). 

• Mr. Abbott attended the Sussex County meeting to conduct a 5-year update to its All Hazards Mitigation Plan. 

• Recycling in January 2010 exceeded 3 tons. 

 

Department Reports: 

• Beach Patrol –No report 

• Building Official – Report is included in the council packet. Pat Schuchman reported that, as of today’s date, her 

department is 24% above its projected revenue for the year. 

• Public Works: Report is included in the council packet. 

• Fenwick Island Police Department: In addition to the information included in the council packet, Chief Boyden 

reported that the Public Works Department has begun preparation to install the solar radar signs. Signs will be in the 

northbound median near Town Hall and the southbound median between Lewes and James Streets. Chief Boyden 

expects installation to be complete 1-2 weeks and that the department expects to be reimbursed to almost 100% of 

cost. Chief Boyden also reported that his department is the recipient of two grants one of which will be used to offset 

overtime costs this summer. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling asked if the radar sign will be permanently affixed. Chief Boyden noted that the signs can be 

moved to a different location but battery life is limited in this situation. 

 

Committee Reports: 

• Beach Committee –No report. 

• Environmental Committee –Council Member Carmean reported that the next meeting is March 9, 2010 @10:30 AM.  

A presentation, “The Health of Our Bays,” will be made by Council Member Smallwood.  

Planning Commission: 

Report included in Council book.  

 

Charter & Ordinance: 

• Council Member Weistling introduced a First Reading of Chapter 77 Disorderly Conduct (included at the end of these 

minutes) and asked Council to delete the existing Chapter 77 Disorderly Conduct and replace it with the proposed 

document. 

Motion to adopt – Council Member Carmean 

Council Member Langan seconded. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that this change came about from Chief Boyden’s request to update and clarify 

Code regarding Disorderly Conduct. The Charter and Ordinance Committee reviewed Chief’s recommendations which 

were based on the Town of Bethany Beach Ordinance. The document has been reviewed by the Town Solicitor. The 

Ordinance is broken down into four articles: Exposure, Disorderly Conduct, Disorderly Dwelling Units and Juvenile 

Curfew.  Chief Boyden added that existing Code is vague and it is difficult to convict based on the current code. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
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None 

 

Vote to accept the First Reading of Chapter 77 Disorderly Conduct: All in Favor. 

First Reading passed (7-0) 

 

• Council Member Weistling motioned to accept a First Reading of Chapter 107 - Noise  (included at the end of these 

minutes) 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling noted that the proposed change deletes in its entirety the current Chapter 107 – Noise 

replacing it with new language in this First Reading. This change clarifies verbiage and terms and outlines specific fines 

for violations. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

None 

 

Vote to accept the First Reading of Chapter 107 - Noise: All in Favor. 

First Reading passed (7-0) 

 

• Council Member Weistling motioned to accept a Second Reading of Chapter 95 Hazardous Materials (included at the 

end of these minutes). Proposed Change is to Chapter 95-2. 

Council Member Carmean seconded. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that the change to this ordinance is the addition of “and storage” to title of Chapter 

95 and to Chapter 95-2. Council Member Carmean noted it is important to include the idea of storage when 

considering hazardous materials. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

None 

 

Vote to accept the Second Reading of Chapter 95 Hazardous Material: Smallwood-yes; Carmean-yes; Bunting yes; 

Serio-yes; Weistling-yes; Tingle-yes; Langan-yes 

Second Reading passed (7-0) 

 

• Council Member Weistling motioned to accept a Second Reading of Chapter 102 Lighting (included at the end of these 

minutes).  

Council Member Tingle seconded. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Council Member Weistling advised that this change replaces the existing ordinance. This lighting ordinance combines 

residential and commercial into one ordinance and removes much of the redundancy of the original. Mayor Serio 

questioned the reason for underlining of certain terms. Council Member Weistling advised that this is to hi-light that 

it’s a change. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

None 

 

Vote to accept the Second Reading of Chapter 102 Lighting: Smallwood-yes; Carmean-yes; Bunting yes; Serio-yes; 

Weistling-yes; Tingle-yes; Langan-yes 

Second Reading passed (7-0) 
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Council Member Weistling noted that a recent news article featured a new type of wind turbine. It is a Honeywell 

product (Windtronics). Technology continues to evolve providing smaller turbines. Mr. Weistling advised of two web-

sites: www.ownyourownwind.com and www.dsireusa.org which give information on changing technology and 

incentives for switching to renewable energy. 

 

Old Business: 

• None 

 

New Business – No Action to be Taken: 

• Council Member Weistling asked if the Town could maintains a list of persons/firms who might be available to 

shovel snow 

• Council Member Weistling advised that he received a letter from Sue Clower suggesting the addition of port-a-

pots to designated beach ends 

 

Public Participation: 

• John Belian (1 W Houston St) – announced that the Fenwick Island Fishing Club did not take part in a march to 

Washington DC to protest pending legislation. Contact Mr. Belian for more information. 

• Mary Pat Kyle (1205 Bunting Ave) – thanked Bill Weistling for shoveling snow from the driveway of many of the 

residents during the recent snow event. Mrs. Kyle also expressed disappointment and surprise that Council held 

its Special Meeting on February 11, 2010 regarding beach concessions on a day when residents were told by the 

Governor to stay home and off the roads. Mayor Serio advised that no decisions were made at the meeting. 

•  Mike Quinn (5 W Houston St) – noted that the Cannon Street sign is missing at the intersection of Cannon and 

Bunting Streets. Town Manager Abbott advised that replacement signs are on order. 

• Martha Keller (1312 Bora Bora St) – Thanked Council Member Weistling for his work on ordinances. 

 

President’s Report: 

• Mayor Serio thanked Council Member Todd Smallwood and Win Abbott for attending the DNREC meeting 

regarding the Lifeguard contract 

• There will be a “Big 4” review of the ambulance budget the on March 2, 2010 

• Mayor Serio advised that the Public Safety Committee is beginning to have regular meetings regarding the Public 

Safety Building. They are now seriously considering what direction to take. Mrs. Serio thanked Chief Bill Boyden for 

assisting the group. 

• Council Member Smallwood asked Mayor Serio if the Bethany Beach Volunteer Fire Company is sending out 

individual solicitations for memberships in the unincorporated area. Mayor Serio advised that they have received 

subscriptions and that many Homeowner Associations are now including the Ambulance Service in their HOA Dues. 

Solicitations are sent once a year. 

• Town Manager Abbott announced that the redesigned website has been launched 

www.fenwickisland.delaware.gov He thanked Agnes DiPietrantonio and Chief Boyden for their work on it. 

• Mayor Serio made note of upcoming meetings. 

 

Motion to Adjourn: Council Member Carmean 

Second: Council Member Langan 

All in favor Motion passed (7-0) 

Mayor Serio adjourned the meeting at 4:15 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Agnes DiPietrantonio, Town Clerk 

For Diane Tingle, Secretary 
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